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Wifh the growing trend of referring matters to Lokadalat, where
compromise is already reported by the parties before the court in
which the matter is pending, one would get a strong feeling that the
concept of Lokadalath is facing the threat of losing its tag of speedy

and inexpensive mode of alternate dispute resolution.

Everybody agrees that all matters do not need
‘adjudication. The matters which can be resolved by negotiation,
persuasidn’ and by bring.ing about mutual understanding between the
ﬁ)arties should be taken out of adjudication process and resolved by
means of Lokadalat, so that the same are disposed of expeditiously
without there being any scope for further litigation. The Court’s time

s0 saved can be utilized effectively for adjudicatory process.

If the parties enter into compromise in a matter pending befor_‘e
| the court, reduce the séme into writing and report before the court by
_ Way of a compromise petition, the court is duty bound to record such

cdmpromise if it is lawful and dispose of the matter in Eerms of the
compromise. There is no question of referring such matters to

okadalat merely for the sake of recoding the compromise aiready
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reported Dy the parties for existence of dispute is the condition

precedent for referring a matter to Lokadalat.

Lokadalat determines a reference, on the basis of a compromise

or settlement that is arrived‘ at by the parties to the proceedings at its

_instance _end pus its seal of confirmation by making an award in terms
of such ‘compromise or settlement. If the -compromise is already

-reported before the court but referred to Lokadalat only for accepting
th.e same, then it is‘ not a comptomise/settlement arrived at its

instance. ._Referring sqch matters by the courts and the Lokadalats

affixing their stamp of approval/acceptance on the compromise

already arrived at by the parties, would be nothing but a farce. This

would also amount to mockery of the system.

Therefore the courts should resist from referring a matter where
.compr'omise is already reported to the lokadalat as the same would
-amour;t to abdicetion of its duty of considering if such compromise is
lawful or not. That apart, if—StJtIh matters are referred to Lokadalat it

will not bring good name to the entire judicial system.

s

N.K‘ MAR
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